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Opportunities and Strategies for Financial Assistance: 

There is no formal application process for financial aid here in Biomedical Engineering. Admitted student files are reviewed informally by our faculty on a periodic basis, as sources of funding become available. Students may be contacted by interested faculty to work on projects as Graduate Research Associates -- positions that award a tuition waiver and stipend.

However, in addition to departmental possibilities, there are university-wide opportunities such as University Fellowships (very competitive scholarships, with a deadline of January 15 – November for Internationals); Graduate Administrative Associateships (in student service areas like the libraries, advising and retention offices, or ethnic services); and Graduate Teaching Associateships for folks looking for ways to use their undergraduate degrees in chemistry, math, or Spanish, just to name some examples. 

Students are encouraged to inquire directly about job possibilities across the university. Explore the University website; it is a good place to start. 

Here in BME, we review application files throughout the year; however, the majority of our applications come in during the months December through March -- many meeting the fellowship deadline of January 15 -- for admission in the following autumn quarter. 

As a result, much of the financial aid is distributed during the winter and spring months (to be used during the autumn quarter immediately following). Since there are many highly qualified applicants who do not receive university fellowships in the competition, it follows that they become the "first choices" for support when and if it becomes available via other means (new grants; new faculty research projects, etc.).

Still, opportunities to do research with our faculty (and with faculty in other departments) may be available at any time. It is a good idea to make contact with the department or with interesting researchers once you have been admitted to the BME graduate program. 

Also, be sure to check out websites of private sources such as The Whitaker Foundation or the NSF to see if there are any scholarships for which you might be well-suited to apply. 
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